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amended and are the basis > for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT) 
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This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

ter^ltts^^l^te^t 40 n0Velty ' *P ° r M * applicability; 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
L Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application-* 
□ 

the international application as originally filed 

the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/011728 



the claims: 
pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 
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the drawings: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

filed with the demand 

filed with the letter of 03 February 2005 (03.02.2005^ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



□ 

the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



,, filed with the letter of 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
filed with the demand 



p-. elements we, available ^r^^^S^t^^^^ 

={ f IangU8ge ° f 8 translation ***** for *e Ptoses of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 
the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 



which is: 



tetap. of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

3 " in *» international application, the international 

_J contained in the international application in written form. 
J filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
_J furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

Sern^Xp^ "** *- « - ^nd the disclosure in the 

U inf0nnati ° n rCCOrdCd ^ C ° m " Uter *n» * ^entica. to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. . 



the drawings, sheets/fig 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the ■ 

in this report as "originally filed' 'and 'are nota^^l^ " '^f™ 6 '? m Station under Article 14 are referred to 
and 70.17). r J are not amexed to *»'* report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

* • Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1 998) 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 1-17 YES 

Claims ^0 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-17 NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-17 



YES 



Claims ^O 



2. Citations and explanations 

This report makes reference to the following documents: 

Dl: US-A-4 529 125 
D2: US-A-4 874 129 
D3 : FR 2 745 720 



1. The present application fails to meet the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) because the subject 
matter of independent claim 1 does not involve an 
inventive step within the meaning of PCT Article 
33 (3) . 

1.1 Dl is regarded as the prior art closest to the 
subject matter of claim 1. Dl discloses (the 
references in parentheses are to Dl) : 
a dispenser for the controlled release of volatile 
substances (see figures 1-3) , comprising a reservoir 
(12) that contains at least one volatile substance 
(see column 3, lines 40-49), a first control element 
(18) that exerts a control function that is dependent 
on the substance properties of the at least one 
volatile substance and the material properties of the 
constituents of the first control element (18) (see 
column 3, lines 51-63: ''diffusion layer"), and a 
second control element (22) that exerts a control 
function that is independent of the substance 
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1.2 



1.3 



1.4 



properties of the at least one volatile substance and 
the material properties of the constituents of the 
first control element (18) (see column 3, line 67 to 
column 4, line 6) . 

Thus the subject matter of claim 1 differs from the 

known dispenser in that the first control element has 

pressure sensitive adhesive properties. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention can 

therefore be regarded as that of providing a 

dispenser that can be produced more easily. 

The solution in claim 1 of the present application 

cannot be regarded as inventive for the following 

reasons (PCT Article 33(3)): 

The control element with pressure sensitive adhesive 
properties is only one of a number of obvious 
possibilities from which a person skilled in the art 
would choose, according to the circumstances, in 
order to solve the problem of interest, without 
thereby being inventive (see, for example, D3 : figure 
5; page 7, line 27 to page 8, line 6; page 3, line 22 
to page 4, line 2: "the adhesion of said layers to 
each other is ensured by an adhesive incorporated in 
at least one of said layers") . 



The same argument applies correspondingly to 
independent claims 16 and 17. The subject matter of 
claims 16 and 17 therefore does not involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

Dependent claims 2 to 15 do not contain any features 
which, in combination with the features of any claim 
to which they refer, meet the PCT requirements for 
inventive step (see Dl, D2, D3 and the corresponding 
passages cited in the search report) . 
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